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Building DH @ UM

At undergraduate level, 
not yet major or minors 
(e.g. ENG 344. Data and 
Contemporary Culture; 
MLL 410. Digital Literacy 
Through Cultural and 
Literary Topics; MLL 411. 
Cultures of the Digital: 
Pages, Screens, Platforms 
and 21st Century 
Aesthetics) 

At graduate level, DH 
Certificate (9 credits = 3 
courses)

https://dh.miami.edu/
https://dh.miami.edu/academics/undergraduate-courses/index.html


Undergraduate Context: FL or ML Classroom?

•General	Challenge:	how	the	digital	can	be	accessed	through	a	cultural	and	linguistic	
perspective	and	how	that	foreign	culture	can	offer	specific	values	to	understand	the	
digital	from	multiple	and	specific	linguistic,	social,	cultural,	and	literary	perspectives.		
•Current	Audience	at	UM:		
•The	majority	of	our	students	have	Spanish	as	a	minor,	and	few	are	Spanish	
majors;	ML	perceived	as	secondary	
•Students	are	mostly	interested	in	learning	Spanish,	as	instrument	of	communication	
•Linguistic	divide:	Foreign	language	classroom	setting	(no	native	speakers	>	L2	
Instruction)	
•No	previous	experience	with	DH	(double	challenged)	
•Digital	natives	(they	operate	in	digital	environments,	e.g.	social	media)	VS	lack	of	
knowledge	of	core	technology	

•Goal:	“DH-inflected	modern	language	classroom”	(Cro,	2020:	3)		
•Include	DH	tools	and	Methods	-	Any	language	level	
•DH	Courses	-	Advanced	content	courses	

•Right	balance	between	language,	culture	and	digital	learning		
•Lack	of	an	established	sequence	of	DH	courses	/	previous	exposure	to	DH	/	no	follow-
up

“the	authors	tend	to	assume	the	reader	is	either	
working	in	an	anglophone	environment	or	is	teaching	
either	in	English	or	through	the	digital	humanities.	The	
challenge,	then,	is	how	to	effectively	transfer	a	DH	
pedagogy	into	the	L2	curriculum”	(Cro,	2020:	4).



5C’ World-Readiness 
Standards for Learning 

Languages

1. Communicate at an 
Interpersonal, Interpretive, and 
Presentational level 

2. Create cultural interaction: 
relationship between Practices & 
Products of a culture  

3. Create connections with other 
disciplines 

4. Establish Language and Cultural 
Comparisons 

5. Participate in Multilingual 
Communities

https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/publications/standards/World-ReadinessStandardsforLearningLanguages.pdf


5R’ Resources Model of Critical Digital Literacy

https://sites.google.com/site/dlframework/home



What are Digital Literacies in FL/ML Teaching?

https://doi.org/10.18742/pub01-001

“critical	digital	pedagogy	contemplates	new	forms	of	action,	new	educational	
agents	and	new	channels	of	learning,	taking	full	advantage	of	the	social	and	
networked	affordances	of	the	open	web	and	involving	collaboration	strategies	
which	forge	bottom-up	alliances	for	culture-based	knowledge	production”	

(Spence	&	Brandao,	2019:	34)	

https://doi.org/10.18742/pub01-001


5C’
World-Readiness Standards 

for Learning Languages
1. Communication 

2. Culture 
3. Connections 
4. Comparison 
5. Communities

5R’
Resources Model of 

Critical Digital Literacy
1. Decoding 

2. Meaning Making 
3. Analyzing 
4. Persona 
5. Using

Learning 
CDL in  
a FL

Modern Languages
1. Specific content area

Digital Humanities
1. Tools 

2. Approaches

Critical Use 
of 

Technology

DHML

Language, 
Culture, 

Literature, 
etc. in a FL 

DHML 
Pedagogy

A Model for Critical Digital Modern Languages Pedagogy 

Something 
like this?



An example: SPA 410: Digital Literacies through Cultural Topics 

1. Digital	Humanidades	/	Humanidades	digitales	

2. Data	in	the	Humanities	

3. Metadata	for	Research	in	the	Humanities	

4. 	Exploring	the	Past	through	the	Text	Encoding	
Initiative		

5. Mapping	Textual	Data		

6. Exploring	the	Present:	Digital	narratives	of	the	
COVID-19	in	Twitter	

7. Final	portfolio	



1. Coding / Programming for FL

• Basics of  internet (hosting, browser, server, …) 

• Creating their own blog/site to document their 
work in class and to deliver all assignments 

• Minimal and accessible technologies: GitHub, 
GitHub Pages  

• Full stack of technologies: markdown, html, css, 
javascript, yml 

• Full control of the technologies they use 
(popular tools in DH, open source, open source) 

• Philosophy Do-It-Yourself, Against the Black-
Box. 



2. Building a Digital Persona

• Write a blog: Public and Open discourse  

• Presentation of themselves and awareness of digital 
identities 

• Document their research  

• Learn to comment and talk about ‘code’ 

• Way of assessment of their progress 

• Possibility of being creative and to keep working on 
their site after the course



3. Analyzing DH Diversity and Projects

• Diversity in DH projects  

• Diversity in Spanish  

• Analyzing (template, e.g. Digital 
Project Evaluation Template) 

• Understand the role of the digital 
in humanities projects 

• Writing reviews for DH projects or 
tools 

• Showcase: Reviews in DH, Ride 
Reviewing Criteria

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jp0bQ18hXKxekgACfBCw_6P6lO_xg4uzUXXMvT2jaPo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jp0bQ18hXKxekgACfBCw_6P6lO_xg4uzUXXMvT2jaPo/edit
https://reviewsindh.pubpub.org/
https://www.i-d-e.de/publikationen/weitereschriften/criterios-version-1-1/
https://www.i-d-e.de/publikationen/weitereschriften/criterios-version-1-1/
https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/news/files/20190926_del_rio_gimena_hdyca.pdf


4. Understanding Data in the Humanities 

• Introduce the concept of digital 
data in the target language (e.g. 
classification, ontologies) 

• Find texts that are not “technical” 
and that promote a debate (e.g. 
Jorge Luís Borges, “El idioma 
analítico de John Wilkins”)  

• Concept of metadata: doing 
research in the library and 
understanding Searches and 
Results 

https://miladvh.github.io/2021/09/22/metadatos.html


5. Text Encoding as Close Reading

• Situated practice 

• Recover digital textual archives 

• Perform textual close reading 

• Learn the process of encoding 
and transforming texts  

• Extract textual data to create 
other digital outputs



6. Mapping as Cultural Traveling

• Geography  

• Digital data and geolocation (e.g. 
process of creating and cleaning a csv) 

• Possibilities of textual data 



7. Text Mining as a Way of Exploration 

• Text mining as cultural distant 
reading (AntConc, Voyant, etc.) 

• Create a corpus of tweets  

• Research a region (in time and 
space) 

• Explore digital narrative in social 
media about the Covid-19

https://covid.dh.miami.edu/
https://miladvh.github.io/2021/12/08/ensayo4.html


The Survey 

>>	Most	of	the	times	their	initial	interest	is	not	in	DH	(they	know	the	
instructor,	they	need	a	course	in	that	level	to	finish	majors/minors,	the	
schedule	is	right)

necesitaba tomar una clase de nivel 400 
para mi major, entonces este clase fue 
como matar dos pájaros con un tiro.”



The Survey 

>>	At	the	end,	they	really	liked	the	“hard-way”	of	coding	



The Survey 

>>	Students	are	
challenged	by	learning	
new	digital	skills	in	a	FL

>>	“Would	you	prefer	
to	study	this	course	in	
English?”



The Survey 

>>	In	this	course,	I	
would	have	preferred	
…	to	gain	more	digital	
skills,	knowing	more	
about	DH	projects

>>	In	this	course,	I	
would	have	preferred	
…	to	learn	more	about	
coding,	TEI,	metadata



The Survey 

>>	Student	have	traditionally	been	exposed	mainly	to	language	
and	culture	courses



Previous Courses 
MiniLazarillo 

https://minilazarillo.github.io/	

https://minilazarillo.github.io/


Previous Courses:  
Lorca Descubriendo las Américas (Fall 2017)

https://susannalles.github.io/teaching/SPA322/Web_Lorca/	

https://susannalles.github.io/teaching/SPA322/Web_Lorca/

